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demonstrated its skills and resources to
cope with the challenges thrust upon it.

I

The project that remained in limbo for nearly a decade gained
momentum in the last couple of years with the government's choice of
NA for its construction as early as possible. The Asian Development
Bank (ADB) had supported a feasibility study and Preliminary Design
of the Fast Track in 2008 laying the basis for this project. In 2015,
the ADB study was accessed by an Indian consortium consisting of
Infrastructure Leasing and Financial Services (IN&FS) Transport
Networks, IL&FS Engineering and Construction and Suryavir
Infrastructure Construction for the preparation of a detailed project
report (DPR) of the project; IL&FS also entered into negotiations
with the government for its construction and operation under BOT
(build, operate and transfer) model. However, widespread criticism
from various quarters compelled the government to terminate
the negotiations and agreements with the Indian building firm in
December 2016 and in May 2017 the government entrusted the NA
for the construction of the national priority project within next four
years. But now the army says that the project cannot be completed
as targeted earlier and has extended the deadline to 2024.
The expressway to be built along the Bagmati River passing through
Kulekhani Dobhan, Malta Mahadevtar and Thingan before reaching
Nijgadh will reduce the travelling distance by 159 km and save travel
time by more than four hours. This would save approximately NRs.
4,000 per one-way trip for a heavy truck. The construction of fast
track is also expected to foster urbanisation around Birgunj, Nijghad
and Hetauda and reduce population pressure in Kathmandu. More
importantly, this road constitutes a section of the north-south transit
route which will link Birgunj with Rasuwagadhi shortly, the most
convenient link between Tibet of China with the Indian sub-continent.
The Chinese government is working to extend the railways to Kerung
which means the trade potential between China, Nepal and India
will materialise soon for which the fast track will play a vital role.
Considering all these benefits, it is in everyone's interest to complete
this national pride project as early as possible.
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Shen Minghao

N the two decades since it reunified
with the motherland, Macao has
undergone drastic changes in terms
of fiscal revenue, economic growth,
total GDP as well as per capita GDP.
Before Macao returned to
China, it saw four consecutive years of
negative economic growth. But since
its reunification with the motherland,
the Macao Special Administrative
Region has seen its GDP increase from
$6.5 billion in 1999 to $54.54 billion
in 2018 and its per capita GDP jump
from $15,000 to $83,000.
In 2018 Macao's per capita
GDP was the highest in Asia and
the third-highest in the world, while
its residents' average life expectancy
was the second-highest among all
economies. More important, Macao
is a good example of the success of
"one country, two systems". And
as one of the four central cities in
the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao
Greater Bay Area plan, Macao not
only is expected to play an important
role as an engine of growth of the
area, but also has got an opportunity to
strengthen and diversify its economy.
According to the Greater Bay
Area's plan, the SAR is set to develop
into a global tourism and leisure
centre, as well as an economic and
trade cooperation platform between
the Chinese mainland and Portuguesespeaking countries. So Macao has
to give full play to its advantages,
including its role as a bridge connecting
the mainland with Portuguesespeaking countries, to facilitate the
construction of the Guangdong-Hong
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area.
Macao should also establish a
special offshore Yuan centre, especially
to explore business opportunities in
Portuguese-speaking countries, and
develop as a business-cum-leisure
tourism centre, an international
convention and exhibition hub, and a
global dialogue platform.
Macao is regarded by the World
Trade Organisation as one of the
most open economies for trade and
investment thanks partly to its free

P Kharel
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N the wake of the Saudi King
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud’s
invitation to his Qatari counterpart
Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al
Thani to attend the 40th summit of the
six-nation Gulf Cooperation Council
last fortnight, a slight thaw in the bitter
relationship between the two oil-rich
West Asian neighbours can be palpably
felt. Although Qatar was eventually
represented by its Prime Minister
Abdullah bin Nasser bin Khalifa alThani, the worst phase in their bilateral
ties that dipped steeply in the last three
and a half years might be over.
Riyadh in 2017 had announced
a blockade against its tiny neighbour
clamped an economic blockade
on Doha accusing the latter of
encouraging and financing terrorist
groups—a charge strongly denied
by Doha. Several states close to
Riyadh joined the chorus declaring the
blockade. GCC trade has jumped from
$6 billion in 2003 to $147 billion in
2018. For nearly four years, however,
Qatar has not been able to benefit
much from the grouping’s trade ties,
thanks to the punishing blockade. Yet,
it not only survived the sanctions but

Punishing period
At the behest of Saudi Arabia
in June 2017, Bahrain and the United
Arab Emirates closed their airspace to
Qatar Airways and banned travel to
Qatar amid charges that Doha financed
militant groups that maintained close
ties with Iran. There were several
others that joined the blockade. Last
fortnight’s development could very
well be the beginning of a slow and
steady pace leading to normalisation in
the Riyadh-Doha ties, and with it other
states that fully backed the Saudis can
be expected to restore ties
to previous level. “We have
moved from a stalemate to
some progress where some
talks took place between
us and specifically Saudi
Arabia,” the Qatari Foreign
Minister Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman Al Thani
was quoted as saying by Al
Jazeera television.
Strongly denying the charges,
Doha admitted having supported Muslim
brotherhood and such other fringe groups
but it never had anything to do with groups
related to Al-Qaeda and Islamic State. It
reminds how it had joined the US in the
war on terror. One of the main issues with
Riyadh is the Al Jazeera TV network that
has emerged as a competitive presence
in not only the West Asia region but also
across the world, unsettling BBC and the
CNN that heretofore enjoyed a much
stronger presence worldwide. Saudi rulers

port, low tax rate and close connection
with Portuguese-speaking countries.
With the completion of infrastructure
construction in the Greater Bay Area
such as the Hong Kong-ZhuhaiMacao Bridge, the SAR's custom
clearance system has become even
more efficient.
In the future therefore Macao
should develop an integrated "businesscum-leisure" industrial chain along
with Hong Kong to expedite the
construction of the Greater Bay Area
business backend market.
Macao's "business-cum-leisure"
industrial chain should integrate
the advantages of Hong Kong as
an international financial centre,
the Guangzhou-Shenzhen-Hong
Kong-Macao belt as a scientific and
technological innovation corridor and
the high-end equipment manufacturing
industry of the Pearl River Delta region
to jointly establish an international
derivative industrial circle for the
Greater Bay Area.
The Macao SAR should also
play its due role in helping integrate
its convention and exhibition sector
with the Pearl River Delta region's
industrial clusters.
As the world's leading casino
hub before the rise of Macao, Las
Vegas promoted the convention and
exhibition sector to achieve diversified
industrial development. As a result, the
revenue of the exhibition industry has
exceeded that of the gaming industry
in Las Vegas.
Actually, in recent years, the
Macao SAR government has also taken
important measures to transform the
city into a regional exhibition centre.
And the Guangdong-Hong KongMacao Greater Bay Area, being one of
the most dynamic city clusters in the
world, will create huge opportunities
for Macao to develop its exhibition
sector. Compared with Hong Kong
and the Pearl River Delta region, the
convention and exhibition sector in
Macao can enjoy the advantage of
relatively low operation cost but high
internationalisation exposure.
- China.org.cn

want Doha to shut down the TV channel
financed by the Qatari government. At the
same time, there are those who believe that
Riyadh finances some extremist groups.
Qatar is not prepared to submit
to Riyadh’s demands for closing down
Al Jazeera and reducing diplomatic
relations with Iran as well as military
ties with Turkey. Saudi attempt to
run roughshod of Qatar’s sovereignty
should have disturbed quite a few
governments but they have not come
out openly in airing their views.
Qatar has trodden on its own, in a
demonstration of how a small, heavily
food importing nation can withstand
the colossus pressure and threats

remarkably well. Although it would be
absurd to say Doha is overly keen to meet
Riyadh’s demands, normalisation of ties
between the two capitals is welcome.
Qatar’s is a story of selfassertion regarding its independent
stand and sovereign rights in the
comity of nations. Since the last 25
years in particular, the state pursued
a policy of strengthening its security
and making special efforts at dispelling
impressions among foreign forces that
it was no more than an appendage to
Saudi Arabia rulers. Sheikh Tamim
proclaimed his willingness to work
with the blockading countries to
end the crisis, but he also stresses
that “nothing is going
to be above Qatar’s
sovereignty”.
Thirty months after
the Saudi-led sanctions,
Qatar has not only
survived but also thrived
in economic development
and international prestige.
Beneficiaries of Saudi
munificence, import orders and other
strategic interests were either silent
or vague or even neutral. As for the
United States, Qatar would have been
an expendable state if it came to choose
between the Saudis and the Qataris, but
the prevailing situation did not exact such
choice. Both the Saudis and the Qataris
are hosts to American troops.

As long as the stand-off continues, the
embarrassment will inflict erosion on
Riyadh’s international credibility.

Tide Of Times
from a hugely larger neighbour with
comparatively enormously larger
military, oil-money and diplomatic
clout. It wants its sovereign identity
firm and sound, come what may.
In a signal of its assertiveness
two months after the 2016 economic
blockade, Qatar announced a decision
to restore full diplomatic relations
with Iran, regardless of the displeasure
the decision would provoke among
the blockading nations. Having gone
through the throes of initial shock and
difficulties, Qatar has adjusted itself

Scintillating story
As long as the stand-off
continues, the embarrassment will
inflict erosion on Riyadh’s international

credibility. This is a painful situation
for a country always keen on the role
of a key player in the region. In a bid to
build a high profile in the international
scene, it succeeded in being awarded
the role of the World Cup 2022 football
host. Diplomacy and money power
enabled it to pull off the sporting coup.
The 22nd edition of the Wold Cup is
to be played in a reduced timeframe
of around 28 days, with the final being
slated for December 18, 2022, marking
Qatar’s national day.
The present Emir, enthroned
in 2013, was crown prince when
his state bagged the opportunity to
host the prestigious game in 2010.
Australia, South Korea, Japan and
the US were aspirants to play host.
Qatar persuaded FIFA to agree to a
November-December schedule in a
departure of the tournament’s normal
May-June-July season.
Enjoying one of the highest per
capita incomes in the world, Qatar is
classified by the UN as a country of
very high human development and is
widely regarded as the most advanced
Arab state for human development.
With the world’s third-largest natural
gas and oil reserves under its sand, Qatar
has the money and desire to undertake
projects, which others with larger human
and financial resources do not venture
to undertake. In the process, its quest
for international recognition has made
distinctly creditable strides.
(Former chief editor of The
Rising Nepal, P. Kharel has been
writing for this daily since 1973)
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A superior man is modest in his speech, but exceeds in his actions.
-- Confucius

Qatar’s Quest For Own Niche

EDITORIAL
Finish Expressway Fast

T is reassuring to know that the Nepal Army (NA) has completed
88 per cent work of roadways construction of Kathmandu-Terai
Expressway that will link the capital city with Nijgadh in Bara
district where a second international airport is to be built. According
to a news report in this daily, the army is working in full swing
deploying soldiers and field engineers from 10 different base camps
it has established along the project route. The NA has completed land
cutting and filling work of more than 31 kilometres out of total 55.5
kilometres stretch and officials supervising the work have said that
land cutting, grading and levelling, constructing retaining wall and
earth reinforcing work will be completed by the end of the current
fiscal year. The army plans to begin the construction of tunnels and
bridges from the next fiscal year for which it will soon open tenders
for international builders as the domestic ones, including the army,
don’t have an experience of constructing tunnels and bridges. The
72.5 km expressway will have three tunnels with an average length
of 1.4 kilometres and 87 bridges, the longest being over 400 metres
at Mahadev Danda.

Thought For Today

W

ITH the promulgation of Constitution
of Nepal 2015, the country
has adopted federal system of
governance, conferring power and functions
to local governments (LGs) specifically in
the education sector. In the schedule 8, the
powers and functions for the management and
operation of school education is given to LGs
whereas in the schedule 9, education sector is
considered to be the concurrent right for all the
three tiers of governments. In this context, the
constitutional provision is contradictory until
Acts and laws clearly define areas of absolute as
well as concurrent powers among three tiers of
governments.
Ambivalence
Given this context, the constitutional
provision has entailed ambivalence and
ambiguities, and this has been more acute as the
federal government has not yet enacted education
Act from the parliament although it has been
passed by the cabinet few weeks ago. Specifically,
Education Act could have clearly specified powers
and functions for different tiers of governments,
clearing any confusion and gearing up their
activities. Nevertheless, some local governments
have taken up encouraging initiatives in the
education sector out of constitutional and legal
limitations and confusions, carving way outs in

their contexts.
In this context, Mercy Corps has taken
up initiatives cooperating with 6 out of 12 local
governments of Kailali district to prepare local
education development plans. In particular, a
series of workshops have been conducted with
local level stakeholders. The workshops are
focused at orienting stakeholders on 23 education
related powers and functions as enshrined in Local
Governance (LG) Operation Act 2017, method
of writing education plans in their contexts,
forming task forces for drafting, sharing and
finalising education plans and policies. So far,
workshops have been useful to generate local
education issues and ways of resolving them, build
consensus among stakeholders, and encourage
LG to prepare education plans addressing local
educational issues.

While school education is declared free, schools
are charging fee or are collecting money from
parents in one way or other to pay for teachers
on private resource. Therefore, managing teachers
on private resource has been genuine concern at
the local level.
The other issue that is often raised is
introducing English as medium of instruction
(EMI) even in the community schools from the
early grades. In general, EMI is taken as a tool to
compete with private schools and as a survival
strategy to retain students in community schools.
In addition, EMI is partly perceived as a means
for quality education by school stakeholders –
parents, teachers and students. However, little
consideration is given for the need and availability
of human resource, specifically teachers, whether
they are capable of doing the work or not.

Thus, the responsibility has fallen on LG's shoulders
to bring about required changes in the education sector
through collective efforts,
The workshops with local government have
been useful to bring forth local educational issues
as it provides an open space for dialogues among
stakeholders. In the workshops, participant's
views, concerns and issues are collected, aiming
to address them subsequently in the education
plans and policies as appropriate at the local
level. The participants have raised some genuine
issues, some creative issues and some practical
issues. Some of them will be briefly discussed
in this article.
The first issue is teachers on private
resource. They overwhelmingly point out that LG
should work towards providing salary for teachers
on private resource. In fact, there seems to be a
significant proportion of such teachers as it has
been the major issue for most LGs and schools.

The third point raised at the local level
is that LGs should undertake monitoring and
supervision of schools on a timely basis while
providing appropriate feedback for further
improvement. In fact, this is the tool to make
school or teachers accountable. Based on the
monitoring and supervision, schools (as well as
teachers) need to be rewarded for doing good job
and be punished for not doing good. This is likely
to create conducive environment for improving
the existing school conditions in many ways.
Technical and vocational education is
another focus. It is pointed out that technical
education should be priority. After some years
of school education, students should be able to
do something on their own or be able to perform
better in the job market from the perspective of

LETTERS

A Fighting Chance For Climate Deal

L

IFE is definitely not about boons and
economic boom. The world population
has been literally exploding. But at the
same time, there is no doubt carving enormous
workforce out of the world population. These
are all happy factors indeed. But the latest
UN climate change report has just started
unfolding a lot of intriguing yet difficult things
to the hilt and to the core.
Quite interestingly enough, it has
often been occurring to me that given the
enormity of the human population, green
and agricultural activities worldwide must
go on unhindered and should be protected
at all costs.
This big thought strikes me like
anything whenever I see beautiful trees, rigorous
agricultural activities, canals and river-beds
in my native areas in Tamil Nadu. In fact, the
television channels like CNN, BBC have been
highly highlighting the latest issue of the so-called
climate change target failure, vastly encouraging
me to watch their news input.

livelihood opportunities and so on. In this way,
local education stakeholders see that education
should be linked with improving life chances
directly or indirectly. These are few examples
as raised in the workshops on framing education
development plans and policies.
Looking at these issues, some of them could
be dealt with at the local level while others are
beyond their jurisdiction. For instance, teacher
management issue is still under the jurisdiction of
federal government, so LGs could not be able to deal
with the issue. Some of the issues as discussed are
unique or innovative and specific to local contexts
in the changing context. In dealing with such issues,
there needs to be collective efforts of all three tiers
of governments. In this sense, workshops have been
useful to generate ideas to resolve them through
discussions among stakeholders.
Initiatives
The reforms in education should and can
begin doing minor changes from the below.
The measures to reform education sector begins
from improving minor things from their own
levels, instead of looking for a big support from
somewhere else or big shift in policy. Thus, the
responsibility has fallen on LG's shoulders to
bring about required changes in the education
sector through collective efforts, improving the
condition of public schools and catering quality
education for all.
The LG's effort can bring about positive
changes if they wish to do so. There is a need
that LG leadership takes up required initiatives of
collaborating with stakeholders, communicating
as clearly as possible therein creating positive
atmosphere. In fact, the will power of LG
leadership can contribute significantly reforming
the education sector provided that they take up
right initiatives in right time through right means.
(Budhathoki is education coordinator at
Mercy Corps Nepal)

50 Years Ago
Ph.D. In English
Awarded
December 23, 1969
Kathmandu- Mr Narsing
Narayan Singh, the lecturer of
T.C. College has been awarded
Ph.D. in English by Lucknow
University.

Notice To
Contributors

Still, for all, the governments, officials, people
and the international community, there has been a
fighting chance of bringing back the climate crisis
and global warming under control through stringent
efforts and collective/joint responsibility.
  
P. Senthil S Durai
Mumbai, India  
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TAILPIECE
One morning a local highway
department crew reaches their job
site and realizes they have forgotten
all their shovels.
The crew's foreman calls the
office and tells his supervisor the
situation
The supervisor says, "Don't
worry, we'll send some shovels... just
lean on each other until they arrive."
-----------A software manager, a
hardware manager, and a marketing
manager are driving to a meeting
when a tire blows. They get out of the
car and look at the problem.
The software manager says,
"I can't do anything about this - it's a
hardware problem."
The hardware manager says,
"Maybe if we turned the car off and
on again, it would fix itself."
The marketing manager says,
"Hey, 75% of it is working - let's
ship it!"

