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Bibliography of Late Saubhagya Shah’s
Academic Writings

Saubhagya Shah, a sociologist/anthropologist trained at Tribhuvan University,
Nepal (MA in Sociology, 1991) and Harvard University, US (PhD in
Anthropology, 2004) died suddenly on 16 December 2009 from a suspected
heart disease. At the time of his death, he was a Reader in Sociology at Tribhuvan
University (TU) and the Program Coordinator of TU’s Central Department of
Conflict, Peace and Development Studies (CPDS). A moving tribute to Saubhagya
has been penned by the writer Sushma Joshi (2017).

Accounts provided by his students and colleagues suggest that Saubhagya was
a concerned and generous teacher. His published writings and seminar papers
showed his competence and originality as an academic who was seriously trying
to understand contemporary changes in Nepali society. Saubhagya was also a
public intellectual and wrote prolifically for most of the influential media outlets
in Nepal. Before he began his doctoral studies in Harvard in the mid-1990s, he
also worked as a journalist for The Rising Nepal and wrote significant articles
for the magazine Himal.

If my knowledge of the world of Nepali journalism and public life is any
guide, it is highly unlikely that Saubhagya maintained comprehensive lists of
writings he published in his role as a reporter/journalist for The Rising Nepal
and as a public intellectual later in his career. If he maintained no such lists,
coming up with them would entail a significant piece of research by itself. Here
I have only listed four items he wrote in a non-academic format that might be
of interest to academics.

With respect to his academic writings including his MA and PhD theses, the
list provided here is fairly complete for the case of full-length articles. It is possible
that I might have missed to list a published article or two. I also suspect that he
published several more book reviews than is mentioned here. With respect to
seminar papers, I am sure that he presented many more papers in Nepal and
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elsewhere than the few listed here. His 2004 PhD dissertation was recently
published as a book by Himal Books with a shortened sub-title and a useful
introduction by Dr Chaitanya Mishra (Shah 2018). It was launched in a special
program organized by Social Science Baha in Patan on 15 December 2017. Photos
from that occasion can be found at https://www.flickr.com/photos/99580562@
NO07/sets/72157667574240319

I have come up with this bibliography after looking for his writings (with
help from several colleagues at Martin Chautari) in the major academic journals
published from Nepal and after consulting with some of his students at TU. All
items mentioned in section I are available in the library of Martin Chautari in
Kathmandu.

I would like to receive information about missing items in this bibliography
and suggestions regarding any necessary corrections in the items listed here.
Such information should be sent to me at my email address: sinhas@mos.com.
np. This bibliography will be updated when new information needs to be added.
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