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Bibliography of Selected Works on Nepal
by Toni Hagen

INTRODUCTION

If one remembers Toni Hagen (17 August 1917-18 April 2003) only for his 1960
photobook Nepal: The Kingdom in the Himalaya, one would be overlooking
many aspects of his multi-faceted personality.! He was a trained geologist,
great humanitarian, and international development worker. His work with
and for people in distress during many a catastrophe, man-made and natural,
as a development aid worker led him to being one of the earliest critiques of
international development practices.

Toni Hagen was awarded Dr. Sc. Nat. (Doctor of Natural Sciences) by ETH
(Federal Institute of Technology) Zurich in 1943. He worked in geological and
aerial survey projects before coming to Nepal in 1950 on a Swiss government-
funded six-month development aid mission under the patronage of ETH Zurich,
becoming one of the few foreigners invited by the-then Rana Regime. He was
part of the Swiss-Nepal Forward Team and pioneered Swiss development
cooperation to Nepal, which continues to this day. In 1952, he was appointed
as the government geologist by the Nepal government, and he traversed Nepal,
surveying the land and interacting with its people. From his initial visit in 1950
to 1959, he covered at least 14,000 kms that he details in Nepal: The Kingdom in
the Himalaya (1960), which is credited with introducing Nepal to the outside
world. This book not only contained exotic photos of mysterious Nepal but

! This bibliography was prepared on the occasion of the second installment of the
Nanda R. and Pamela L. Shrestha Lecture Series: Honouring Nepal Scholars. The lecture,
titled “Toni Hagen: The Journey from Development Expertise to Social Relevance,” was
delivered by Dipak Gyawali on 12 February 2020. The series operates under the aegis of
the Nanda R. and Pamela L. Shrestha Fund for Honouring Nepal Scholars, administered
by Social Science Baha.


https://soscbaha.org/n-p-shrestha-lecture-series/
https://soscbaha.org/download-nanda-r-and-pamela-l-shrestha-lecture-series-honouring-nepal-scholars-2/
https://soscbaha.org/category/nanda-r-and-pamela-l-shrestha-fund/
https://soscbaha.org/
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also described its history, culture, and people and possible futures in terms of
development planning.

From 1959 to 1960, he was assigned by the United Nations to conduct aerial
surveys in Nepal and was involved in developing planning principles for road
construction, powerplant construction, and general development plans. During
1961-1962, as the chief delegate of the International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) for the relief and settlement of Tibetan refugees, he was instrumental in
raising funds and providing them relief and resettlement options with income-
generating activities, chief of which was the establishment of carpet-weaving
and Tibetan handicrafts training and factories in the refugee camps in Nepal.
He resigned from ICRC under pressure and left Nepal and did not return for
the next six years though he continued to come to Nepal frequently thereafter
until his passing away in 2003. He has chronicled his travels, observations,
changes in Nepal in his 1994 Building Bridges to the Third World: Memories
of Nepal (1950-1992), which also contains a few chapters on the failures of
development, based on case studies of Swiss aid to Nepal, such as development
aid becoming “development colonialism” and development beneficiaries
becoming “undevelopable,” “vicious cycle” of development projects, and “missed
opportunities” for meaningful work.

His perceptive and critical reflections on international development resulted
from his work in developing countries. He worked for the UN in civil-war-torn
Northern Yemen (1969-71), earthquake-hit Peru (1970), and in reconstruction
of the-then East Pakistan (Bangladesh) after the civil war (1972). He worked as
a consultant and evaluator for many government and private organizations for
international development projects and programs from 1973 to 1995. He also
taught a course on international development in ETH Zurich from 1974 to
1982. He published his reflections on the failure of international development
in his 1988 book, Paths and Dead Ends in Development Aid: Experimenting on
the Third World (Case studies of 230 development projects in all the continents)
(not listed here).

In recognition of his contribution, he was honored by the Government of
Nepal with Birendra Pragyalankar (1984), granted only to foreign scholars. Many
exhibitions were held in his honor in Nepal and Germany.

Toni Hagen wrote and produced extensively across multiple formats and
media, ranging from newspapers to journal articles to books to documentaries
and on various topics and countries. This bibliography focuses only on his
writings and documentaries on Nepal. It has been prepared after consulting
his brief CV on the Toni Hagen Foundation webpage and list of his writings
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provided by his daughter. Additional works were located through keyword and
Google Scholar searches. It also contains a film by/about him, a YouTube video
of his early travels, and a book of photos by him.

BOOKS

1959. (with Glinter-Oskar Dyhrenfurth, Christoph von Fiirer-Haimendorf, and
Erwin Schneider). Mount Everest. Formation, Population and Exploration
of the Everest Region. London: Oxford University Press, 1963. (Originally
published in German in 1959 by Orell Fussli Verlag, Zurich.)

1960. Nepal: Konigreich am Himalaya [Nepal: The Kingdom in the Himalaya].
Berne: Kiimmerly & Frey Publishers. (Several editions through the years
in translations in various languages including German, French, English,
Japanese, and Nepali have been published).

1994. Building Bridges to the Third World: Memories of Nepal (1950—-1992). New
Delhi: Book Faith India.

1998. (revised and updated with Deepak Thapa). Toni Hagen’s Nepal: The Kingdom
in the Himalayas. Kathmandu: Himal Books.

2001. Nepalko Chinari. Kathmandu: Himal Kitab. (Nepali translation of Toni
Hagen’s Nepal: The Kingdom in the Himalayas (1998).

2012. Decentralization and Development: The Role of Democratic Principles: Some
Comparisons Between Switzerland and Nepal in the Fields of Tourism,
Hydropower and Infrastructure. Kathmandu: Ratna Pustak Bhandar.

2019. Toni Hagen Photos of Kathmandu Valley 1950-1960. Kathmandu: Nepali
Heritage Society.

JOURNAL ARTICLES

1952. (with J.P. Hunger). Uber geologisch-petrographische Untersuchungen
in zentral-Nepal [On Geological-Petrographic Investigations in Central
Nepal]. Schweiz. Mineral. Petrogr. Mitt. 32: 309-333.

1952. Preliminary Note on the Geological Structure of Central Nepal. Verh.
Schweiz. Naturforsch. Ges. 131: 133-134.

1954. Uber die rdumliche Verteilung der Intrusionen im Nepal-Himalaya [On
the Spatial Distribution of Intrusions in the Nepal Himalayas]. Schweiz.
Min. Petr. Mitt. 34: 325-331.
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1954. Uber Gebirgsbildung und Talsysteme im Nepal Himalaya [On Mountain
Building and Valley Systems in the Nepal Himalayas]. Geographica
Helvetica 9: 325-332.

1956. Uber eine Uberschiebung der tertidren Siwaliks {iber das rezente Ganges
Alluvium in Ostnepal [On a Thrust Fault of the Tertiary Siwaliks Over
the Recent Ganges Alluvium in Eastern Nepal]. Geographica Helvetica
11: 217-219.

1957. Zur Gliederung Nepals in Natur- und Bevolkerungsgebiete [On the
Division of Nepal into Natural and Population Regions]. Geographica
Helvetica 12: 222-233.

1958. Uber den geologischen Bau des Nepal Himalaya [On the Geological
Structure of the Nepal Himalayas]. Jahrb. Saukt-Gallen Naturwiss. Ges.
76: 3-48.

1960. Nepalische Siedlungstypen [Nepalese Settlement Types]. Geographica
Helvetica 15(3): 154-157.

1968. Report on the Geological Survey of Nepal: Geology of the Thakkhola.
Denkschr. Schweiz. naturforsch. Ges. 86(2): 1-159.

1969. Report on the Geological Survey of Nepal: Preliminary Reconnaissance.
Denkschr. Schweiz. naturforsch. Ges. 86(1): 1-185.

REPORTS

1959. Observations on Certain Aspects of Economic and Social Development
Problems of Nepal. New York: Dept. of Economic and Social Affairs,
United Nations.

1960. A Brief Survey of the Geology of Nepal. New York: Dept. of Economic and
Social Affairs, United Nations.

NEWSPAPER/MAGAZINE/REVIEW ARTICLES
1953. Besuch in der hochstgelegenen Késerei der Welt [Visit to the Highest
Cheese Factory in the World]. Die Alpen nd.

1953. Shisha Pangma: der letzte unbekannte Achttausender. Neue Ziircher
Zeitung, 14 March. (Reprinted in English as “Shisha Pangma: The Last
8,000-Metre Mountain to be Determined” in Building Bridges to the Third
World: Memories of Nepal (1950-1992), 1994, pp. 79-83, Book Faith India).
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1954. Monsun im Himalaya [Monsoon in the Himalayas]. Neue Ziircher Zeitung,

1955.

1960.
1961.

1961.

1985.

1995.

3 December.

Schweizer Pionierarbeit in Nepal [Swiss Pioneering Work in Nepal]. Neue
Ziircher Zeitung, 20 August.

Afoot in Roadless Nepal. National Geographic 117(3): 361-404.

Fluechtingselend am Everest. Neue Ziircher Zeitung, 24 February. (An
abridged English translation is reprinted as “The Plight of Refugees
near Everest” in Building Bridges to the Third World: Memories of Nepal
[1950-1992], 1994, pp. 241-250, Book Faith India).

Rotkreuzfluege im Nepal-Himalaya [Red Cross Flights in the Nepal
Himalayas]. Neue Ziircher Zeitung, 21 October.

Fragwuerdiger strassenbau in Nepal [Questionable Road Construction in
Nepal]. Neue Ziircher Zeitung, 15 August.

Nepal-lebensraum und “entwicklungsfall”, ein geographisches
Standardwerk [Rezension Buch, Wolf Donner]. Neue Ziircher Zeitung, 18
March. Review of Lebensraum Nepal: Eine Entwicklungsgeographie [Life-
Space Nepal: A Development Geography, 1994 by Wolf Donner].

MAPS/CONFERENCE PAPERS/SPEECHES

1959.

1971.
1984.

Geological Map of Nepal (1951-1959) [Poster]. Kathmandu: Central
Department of Geology, Tribhuvan University.

Reliefkarte Nepal [Relief Map of Nepal]. Berne: Kiimmerly & Frey.
Address Given by Toni Hagen on the Occasion of Receiving the Birendra

Pragyalankar. Prashasan: The Nepalese Journal of Public Administration
15(3): 173-140.

1995. Income-generating Projects and Disaster Relief. In Appropriate Technologies

1996.

and Environmental Education as Possibilities for Intercultural Perception
in the Himalayan Area. Toni Hagen, Susanne von der Heide, Per K.
Serensen, ed., pp. 38-59. Kathmandu: Ratna Pustak Bhandar. (Proceedings
of an International Conference of the King Mahendra Trust for Nature
Conservation in Nepal, German Committee, 13-14 August 1993,
Friedrich-Naumann-Foundation, Bonn/Ittenbach).

Environment and Biodiversity Seen With the Eyes of the Farmers. In
Environment and Biodiversity in the Context of South Asia. PX. Jha, G.PS.
Ghimire, S.B. Karmacharya, S.R. Baral, and P. Lacoul, eds., pp. 1-11.
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Kathmandu: Ecological Society. (Keynote speech from the Proceedings of
the Regional Conference on Environment and Biodiversity, March 7-9,
1994, Kathmandu).

2000. Agriculture Without Farmers? A Challenge for the Next Century. In
Environment and Agriculture: At the Crossroad of the New Millennium. PX.
Jha, S.B. Karmacharya, S.R. Baral, and P. Lacoul, eds., pp. 1-3. Kathmandu:
Ecological Society (ECOS) Nepal. (Proceedings of the International
Conference on Environment and Agriculture, 1-3 November 1998,
Kathmandu, Nepal).

DOCUMENTARIES
2001. The Ring of the Buddha: Adventure in Nepal. [DVD] Jochen Breitenstein,

director. Udo Grube Film, Germany.

2018. Uhile ko Nepal [Nepal of Yesteryears]. YouTube video, 5 February 2020.
April 2018. www.youtube.com/watch?v=PMZhMaq_AQo. Toni Hagen
Foundation Nepal. (A film by Toni Hagen of his travels during his
geological survey of Nepal between 1950 and 1961).


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PMZhMaq_AQo

