BIBLIOGRAPHY OF WRITINGS ON
EARLY TWENTIETH CENTURY NEPAL

Compiled by
Bandana Gyawali




Bibliography of Writings on Early Twentieth Century Nepal

Compiled by Bandana Gyawali

Preferred citation: Gyawali, Bandana. 2018. Bibliography of Writings on Early Twentieth Century
Nepal. Version 1.0. Available at www.martinchautari.org.np/files/bibliography/Bibliography-of-
Writings-on-Early-Twentieth-Century-Nepal _CBS-2018-3.pdf

Version: 1.0
First published at this site: 5 August 2018

Copyright © Martin Chautari

Publisher

Martin Chautari

27 Jeetjung Marg, Thapathali

GPO Box 13470, Kathmandu, Nepal

Tel: +977-1-4238050/4102027; Fax: +977-1-4240059
chautari@mos.com.np

www.martinchautari.org.np

Chautari Bibliography Series: 2018-3

About the Compiler

Bandana Gyawali is defending her PhD dissertation at the University of Helsinki, in August 2018.
Her article “Nepal’s Pre-Bikas Encounters with the West: Sabhyata and Unnati as Precursors to
Development” is published in Studies in Nepali History and Society. Email: bandanagyawali@gmail.

com



Bibliography of Writings on Early
Twentieth Century Nepal

Unlike text book descriptions, early twentieth century Nepal was far from
isolationist. Although it continued to be under an aristocratic Rana regime
where prime ministership was based on primogeniture, the regime was not
immune to ideas and politics, both regional and global. Such influences resulted
in a historical period that was selectively and experimentally modern. It also
resulted in contradictions where an iron fisted regime was incapable of preventing
the inception of an articulate Nepali public sphere, both within Nepal and
across the border. The historiography of Rana Nepal is increasingly cognizant
of these contradictions, and literature surrounding this period are subject to
interpretations that diverge from erstwhile static representations.

This bibliography is an attempt to compile literature on early twentieth
century Nepal that is indicative of an active and powerful regime as well as an
incipient public that was challenging Rana hegemony.' Literature produced
in English by Nepalis and non-Nepalis have been enriching both narratives.
However, literature produced in the Nepali language is equally instructive but
tend to remain concealed in journals published ephemerally from Nepal and in
ones that continue to labor regardless of a limited niche. This compilation, albeit
incomplete, is an attempt to include more from the latter category.

The historiography of this period is also disadvantaged by its indifference
towards other languages of Nepal. For instance, far from engaging with
scholarship produced in Nepal Bhasa or Maithili, the existence of a publishing
scene in these languages is seldom acknowledged. As a result journals, books,
magazines, ephemera as well as unpublished public and private archives in
various non-Nepali languages remain unexplored or under explored and seldom
inform Nepali history. Although this first version of the bibliography does not

! This bibliography is an expansion of an earlier version initiated by Pratyoush Onta.
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incorporate literature from these various languages, a later update version will
incorporate the diversity commencing with a study of the bi-lingual magazine
Pasuka, the bibliographies of Dharmodaya and Situ both in Nepal Bhasa, the
bibliography NepalbhasayaVangmaya Siici and the multi-lingual Saypatri.* The
current version gives priority to journals published from Nepal in Nepali and
English language.

Apart from monographs and anthologies, the following journals were checked
in preparing this bibliography: Abhilekh, Contributions to Nepalese Studies,
European Bulletin of Himalayan Research, Historia: Journal of History, Media
Adhyayan/Samaj Adhyayan, Purnima, Rolamba, Studies in Nepali History and
Society, The Economic Journal of Nepal, Tribhuvan University Journal and Voice
of History, all of which are available at Martin Chautari’s library in Kathmandu.
This is a working bibliography that will be regularly updated. For suggestions
and corrections, please email bandanagyawali@gmail.com.
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