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INTRODUCTION
More than five dozen women of Indigenous Nationalities that are formally enlisted by Government of
Nepal and in the practice of enlistment have their own socio-cultural as well as linguistic identities.
An integral facet of Nepal’'s multidimensional society and culture are the issues of indigenous (janajati)
women. The issues are closely interrelated with Nepali (mainstream) women's movement and indigenous
(janajati) movement. Both the movement made an attempt to raise the interrelated issues. Writings
and discussions in Nepali language began from within the janajati community in the 1950s, specifically
from the women and men engaged in the janajati movement. Bulk of earlier research based writings
were produced by foreign scholars/researchers, sociologists and anthropologists. Fewer writings have
emerged from Nepali writers, outside and within the janajati community.

Indigenous (janajati) women increased their efforts to be organized and to work independently in
the 1950s. Subsequently their organized efforts evolved and writings became frequent. A dibasi Mahila
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Awaj (Voices of Indigenous Women), a magazine with a focus on janajati women, was published by the
“National Indigenous Women Forum” (formed in 2055 v.s.). This is probably the first janajati women
initiated publication focusing on their issues. Activists, advocates and sympathizers of the issues
surrounding the janajati women’s struggle provided additional momentum to the writing process.

Until the second peoples’ movement, continuity to the writing exercise was largely provided by the
janajati women involved in the struggle. Increase in writers from within the community and quality
of the writings is seen after the second movement. Most writings focus on position, rights, and socio-
cultural identity of janajati women. These writings can be broadly grouped into two. The first group
has writings on janajati women (i.e. Magar women, Tharu women, etc.) of specific caste. Second group
consists of writings on women of janajati community taken as a whole.

There were some debates and exercises around inclusive and proportional representation after the
second people’s movement. This aided in raising janajati women’s issue as a question of ‘identity’. The
questions found place in debates and academic studies. As a consequence, the writings were provided
with a relevant momentum. Later writings are also tied to constitution assembly, inclusiveness,
representation, identity and state restructuring. However, the Nepal’s new constitution (2072 v.s.)
approved by the constitution assembly did not provide enough materials about the provisions that were
incorporated and were not addressed related to janajati women. The writings on constitution assembly
and state restructuring only depicts the fluidity of the situation around the constitution drafting process.
Janajati women-centered writings depicting the time since the approval of the new constitution are yet
to appear.

This bibliography was conceived out of inquisitiveness to understand the janajati movement and
situation and role of women in ethnic organizations that has flourished after 2046 v.s. political change.
On 2068 v.s. the bibliography list became available to the public through Martin Chautari’s website.
The list was revised on 2073 v.s. to include materials published during the period of 2016-2073 v.s. The
particular list was published as an excerpt in, Pahicanko Khoji : Adibasi Janajati Mahilaka Samajik,
Samskrti ra Rajnitik Sandarbha (2016-2073) [In Search of Identity: Indigenous Women's Social, Cultural
and Political Context (1960-2016)]. This is the third version of the bibliography.

This bibliography lists writings on janajati women informing the reader about how much work is
done by whom and on what subject matter. The preceding list had materials within the period from
2055 to 2068 v.s. collected from different sources and media. Writings from the magazine Svasnimanche
(published from 2015 to 2025 v.s.) on janajati women inhabiting in different regions were included
in the second edition of the revised list. Those writings have been included in this list. The writings
published in Svasnimanche are written by individuals, mostly from non-indigenous background and
are all-male. Those writings were written prior to enlistment as indigenous nationalities. It reveals
socio-cultural, familial and gendered stage of women from the janajati community of that moment. It
also depicts the perception from the outside.

Utmost effort has been made to incorporate subject matters that are significant to questions around the
identity of janajati women. Writings in Nepali and English is included. This bibliography is a list of books,
journals, magazines, souvenirs, bulletins, published and unpublished reports, and published mouthpiece
of social organizations as well as political sister organizations. Due to lack of research and time
constraints, the Masters level thesis which do provide information about janajati women-focused
study-research has not been included. Daily/weekly newspaper articles and online materials are also
excluded from the list. A lot of work is needed to improve upon the list of scholarly work, dissertations,

unpublished reports and working papers.
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This bibliography is divided into five sections: (i) list of books; (ii) articles from book; (iii) articles
from journals; (iv) articles from magazine/souvenir/bulleting; and (v) published and unpublished
reports/manuscripts. This catalogue will be useful to those concerned with dimensions of identity of
Nepali women, gender dimension of janajati movement and janajati women.

This bibliography is an effort to continue the listing of writings on janajati women. It does not claim
to a comprehensive resource on the matter. It will be updated occasionally. I request all the readers for
valuable suggestions and support to improve the list and make it relevant in its subject area. You can
contact me at rai.kailash@gmail.com
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