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Digital Rights in Nepal:
A Preliminary Bibliography

This is a bibliography of reference works related to digital rights in Nepal.
Digital rights are human and legal rights in the digital (also known as
virtual) world. As in the real world, people have rights to express their
thoughts and safeguard their privacy in the virtual world. Many activists
and scholars, however, agree that there should be some limitations to
freedom of expression and right to privacy in the digital world. Critics
have pointed out that often in the digital world, people tend to express
their thoughts without thinking of their consequences and in doing so, they
promote fear, misinformation and hate. Due to this, some governments
have set prior restraints on issues such as defamation, invasion of
privacy, and “obscenity.” The paradox is that the more people use digital
platforms, the more digital footprints they leave that can be stored and
analyzed; so right to privacy is difficult to assure in the digital world.
To maintain balance between right to privacy and the use of data for
innovation by private companies, governments have brought out laws
related to data protection which restrict the use of such data without the
consent of the users concerned.

This bibliography contains news, opinion pieces, legal/policy
documents, and reports on the topic in English and Nepali. The materials
we have included in this bibliography were mostly collected from online
sources. To prepare the first version of this bibliography we regularly
checked the websites of the main daily newspapers, magazines and some
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online media from August 22 to October 31, 2020. We also searched for
relevant materials on the internet directly. We have also imported some
entries from the bibliography on the writings on the internet in Nepal
published in 2015 by Martin Chautari (Maharjan et al. 2015). We have
divided the entries into four groups: policy/laws, freedom of expression,
privacy & surveillance and data protection. The second version of this
bibliography contained some materials published before October 31,
2020 which were not included in the earlier version. It also included new
materials published between November 1, 2020 and August 15, 2021.
In this third version we have added new materials published between
August 16, 2021 and February 28, 2023.

This is a work in progress. We will update it every few months. We
hope this bibliography will help students, activists, journalists, researchers
and policy makers to make sense of the issues that have evolved about
digital rights in Nepal. Please contact harsha.maharjan@gmail.com if
you have any queries or suggestions regarding this bibliography.
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