Preface

This edited volume on education stems from our perceived lack
of books on Nepal’s education system. However, this is not to
allege that not much has been written about the system. On the
contrary, quite a lot has been written but most of these writings
are scattered over many journals published from many parts of
the world and are not easily accessible, both geographically and
financially, at least to the readers in Nepal. This book is an
attempt to overcome this perceived lack. The book is part of
Martin Chautari’s longer term vision of promoting informed
social dialogue on education by strengthening educational
research and publication in Nepal.

The articles included in this book are scholarly works in the
field that have been published in renowned journals and books
inside and outside of Nepal since 1996. Many of them are
familiar works that have been widely cited. We have given
priority to articles that are based on original academic research,
and have not included opinion articles as far as possible. Author
and disciplinary diversity have been the other criteria for the
selection of articles. Our intention has been to include works
from as many authors, and from as many disciplinary
backgrounds as possible.
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We hope that these articles reproduced in one volume will
give a multi-disciplinary view of Nepal’s education system and
serve as a useful reference for both beginners and those more
familiar with the current status of educational research and
publication related to Nepal. We also hope that this volume
will be successful in introducing readers to the variety of research
traditions in the education field and providing some directions
for future research. With the growth in both the number of
universities providing post-graduate courses in education and
the number of students undertaking such courses, we feel that
such a book can only be useful.

We have received support from many organizations and
individuals for the publication of this book. First of all, we
would like to thank the Norwegian Church Aid for funding
this publication through a grant to Martin Chautari. We are
grateful to all the publishers who have been kind enough to
grant us permission for reprinting of the articles at subsidized
rates or gratis. We express our gratitude to Debra Skinner for
making payment to the State University of New York Press on
behalf of Martin Chautari for the article by her and Dorothy
Holland. We would also like to thank Anna Robinson-Pant,
Martha Caddell and Stephen Carney for helping us get reprinting
rights for their respective articles at subsidized rates or gratis.
Finally, we are grateful to Pratyoush Onta, Ram Tiwari and
Sharad Ghimire for their editorial assistance, to Sweta Khadka
for going through the bibliographical details, to Harsha Man
Maharjan, Prabhakar Gautam, Tirtha Bista, Ramita Maharjan
and Buddha Kumar Shrestha for indexing, and to Kishor
Pradhan for the design and layout work.
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