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Karnali Studies. A Bibliography
Ankalal Chalaune

A meaningful academic enquiry into the state of Karnali is frequently presented as a task made
difficult by the lack of consolidated body of references. Scholars motivated by particular agendas
and pursuing specific approaches seem content in dealing with their own subsets of secondary
data. They do not regard the data related to the entire body of works important. Consequently,
Karnali is often discussed as a typical region: most view it as an inaccessible geography, and
many repeat accounts of hardships, suffering and grief as if the people and their surroundings in
that land do not or cannot celebrate and rejoice. The dark portrayal seems to demand a charitable
response from Kathmandu and is often perpetuated by those who benefit from the relief resource
flows into the region. There is thus a reason for overemphasizing the underdevelopment and for
attributing the failures of the modernizing attempts by the Nepali state and other agencies to the
absence of the updated knowledge on Karnali. This bibliography is aimed at providing a
comprehensive database to encourage academic scholars, policy makers and advocates to
critically engage with the existing body of knowledge before bemoaning readily about the dearth.

In preparing the bibliography, | have utilized the following journals and magazines:
Ancient Nepal, European Bulletin of Himalayan Research, Hakahaki, Himal, Kailash, Nepal,
Nepali, Pragya, Purnima, and Rupantaran. | have also used few available issues of papers
published from Karnali region, e.g., Karnali Aawaj, Karnali Khabarpatrika, Naya Karnali and
Karnali Darpan. References cited in books such as the Food Crisis in Karnali, Khas Samrajyako
Itihas, Samridhda Karnalika Dukha and Trans-Himalayan Traders have also been incorporated.
| have extracted a few references from online sources, namely, Madan Puraskar Pustakalaya
catalogue, Google Books and Humla Development Initiative (Humla resource library).
References have also been collected by looking at both print and online versions of research or
other kind of reports prepared by research institutes, government and non-government
ingtitutions. Prominent among them are: Central Bureau of Statistic, Karnali Development
Commission, Karnali Integrated Rural Development and Research Centre (KIRDARC), Ministry
of Federal Affairs and Local Development, NGO Federation-Nepal, New Era, SNV/Nepal,
UMN, WFP, etc. While doing online search, | used such keywords as. Karnali, Dolpa, Humla,
Jumla, Kalikot, Mugu, Mid-western Nepal, Khas (Bhasha, Rajya), Himalaya, and so on. This
bibliography thus enlists books, government reports, bikase briefs, academic theses, magazine
and newspaper write-ups, readers’ responses and photo-essays largely related to the region.

This bibliography is a by-product of my incomplete research on the radio in Karnali.
While conducting research | found that the references were very hard to get by and when known
were scattered in various locations and available in diverse formats. The sheer diversity and
obscurity forced me to start compiling the references myself. That work was going ahead without
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any deadline and destination, when a proposal to publish it online came by. The first version of
the bibliography then slowly assumed the shape now presented to the reader. | hope that it will
serve as a starting point of research on Karnali. That Karnali has now been declared as a separate
province in the federal setup will only increase the usefulness of this bibliography.

| have tried to gather as much works by scholars, researchers, writers, journalists,
photographers, academicians, teachers, and so on but | understand that it is in no way an
exhaustive list. And it will continue to grow at a much faster pace in the coming days. | plan to
update this bibliography periodically, and also categorize the entries thematically. | would very
much appreciate receiving information on items missing in this bibliography or suggestions
regarding any corrections that are needed in the entries given below. My email is
ankala chalaune@gmail.com.
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