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PREFACE

The People’s War launched by the Communist Party of Nepal
(Maoist) has entered its ninth year. The war that broke on 13
February 1996 from a few remote villages in a few hilly districts
has made a ‘great leap’ by February 2004. Today there is no
district of Nepal that is unaffected by the conflict. The war has
taken its toll. Some 9,000 people have already lost their lives in
this war. If we assume six persons in a family, around 50,000
Nepalis of 24 million have lost at least one family member. Add to
the deaths those who are missing. In addition are the thousands
displaced due to the conflict. Many settlements have been
completely abandoned. The economic cost of the conflict is
cnormous. On a conservative estimate, the war has already cost the
Iragile economy NRs 220 billion.

And the war hasn’t ended.

On its positive side, the war has brought to the centrestage
issues of social justice and equity in a social formation marked by
gross incquality and discrimination. The agendas it has presented
arc not new for Nepal, but now they can no longer be ignored in
the mass political arena. The war has additionally mobilized an
unprecedented mass in Nepal’s contemporary political history.

The conservative status quo stands vulnerable as never before.
[owever, the war has created a sharp political divide between
‘revolutionary’ and ‘reactionary’ forces, threatening the middle
ground consisting of the liberal and non-extreme left tendencies.
On both sides of the political divide stand ideologies backed by
armed power. The voice and power of those who wield no arms
have been subdued.

The upheavals accompanying the People’s War have extended
well beyond Nepal. Reverberations of the People’s War echo
throughout the world. International attention has been sparked by
the swift change of Nepal’s image from the ‘birthplace of the
Buddha’ to ‘the land of the Maoists’. This interest and concern has
spawned much literature on the movement, a sizeable section of



6 Preface

which has come out in the last two years. This literature has
examined various aspects of the conflict, and brings to bear diver-
gent perspectives and ideologies. The movement has been subject
to much judgement and has seen the range from applause to
condemnation. No matter what the perspective, Nepal’s long history
of oppression, corruption, poverty, inequality, mass illiteracy and
poor human development record recurs.

Future contributions on the historiography of the Maoist
movement will benefit from a survey of existing relevant literature.
This literature is available in many languages and lies scattered in
various reports, journals and books. The current Bibliography is an
effort to provide researchers/writers with an indication of key
available writings.

The Bibliography includes research and analytical articles in
the Nepali and English languages that have been published in
various books, periodicals and research reports. The internet has
been searched for additional references. However the Bibliography
is not comprehensive since it does not include newspaper articles.
The reason for this omission is that there is extensive reportage on
the movement in the dailies and weeklies and it is impossible to
list all of them here. Some articles may have escaped the attention
of the compiler. There is also selectivity involved in any such
endeavour.

It 1s hoped that the current publication will indicate the areas
that await further investigation. For example, the international
dimension of the conflict needs elaboration, including the role of
the two great neighbours, India and China, and those of powerful
political entities such as the United States, United Kingdom and
the European Union. There are other gaps that the current biblio-
graphy throws up that demand in-depth analysis.

This compilation will also indicate to writers the available
perspectives and statements to avoid duplication and restatement
of what is already in the public domain. Since the movement is
ongoing, and accompanying it is a burgeoning literature, the plan
is to periodically update the current compilation. Readers are
requested to send in references that have been inadvertently
omitted to make the Bibliography more complete.
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Pratyoush Onta has been the driving force behind the book. Bela
Malik, Scira Tamang, Rama Parajuli, Dhruba Kumar, Sudheer
Sharma and Komal Bhatta have helped me in various ways. The
assistance provided by the staff of Centre for Social Research and
Development Library, Central Library of Tribhuvan University,
INSEC Library, SAFHR Library, CNAS Library, and the National
Library 1s gratefully acknowledged.

Kathmandu

I'ebruary 2004 RAMESH PARAJULI
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