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Irl CHRISTOPHER WARREN

International WARREN
Federation AR WIS
m q of Journalists General Secretary

August 30, 2005

King Gyanendra
Narayanhity Royal Palace
Kathmandu, Nepal

cl/o press@ntc.net.np

Your Royal Highness,

The International Federation of Journalists (IFJ), the global organisation representing over 500,000
journalists in more than 110 countries, is deeply concerned about the systematic and aggressive
attacks on press freedom in Nepal.

Today public rallies were staged internationally to demonstrate the level of opposition to the
current situation, depriving Nepalese pecple of their rights. We would urge you to hear this very
clear message and to reinstate Nepal's constitutional laws immediately.

Since February 1, the government has systematically and aggressively eroded press freedom and
civil rights, including freedom of speech and expression, in direct contradiction to rights guaranteed
in the Nepalese constitution.

It has become clear that the government is sanctioning the use of threats, violence, detention and
censorship against the media community in Nepal either through the direct government action or
inaction in the face of press freedom abuses.

The comprehensive control being exercised over press rights has resulted in more than 2,000
journalists becoming unemployed, and put many journalists under the continual threat of arbitrary
arrest and violence.

Policies limiting government advertising and other revenue sources for the media, have impacted
on the independence of the media and bans of the broadcast of news on FM stations have directly
deprived the people of Nepal of valuable information.

It is completely unacceptable to allow the harassment, intimidation and censorship of journalists in
Nepal: their safety and right to free speech should be guaranteed under the democratic principles
that you claim to adhere to.

We urge you to take notice of the global support for press freedom in Nepal and immediately
reinstate press freedom in Nepal as a fundamental democratic right both in practice and principle.

A strong, free and independent media will support democracy and peace in Nepal.

Yours sincerely,

Christopher Warren
President
International Federation of Journalists
CC. Minister for Information
info@hmgofnepal.qov.n
Postal Address: IFJ Asia-Pacific Project Office, PO Box 723,

Strawbery Hills, NSW, 2012, Australia
www.ifj-asia.ong
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