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cfd;~rf/ If]qsf ldl8ofsdL{, cg';Gwfgstf{ / cleofgstf{sf] n]vgsf]
;femf rf}tf/L agfpg] Wo]on] ;'? ul/Psf] jflif{s hg{n ldl8of cWoogsf]
t];|f] cÍ oxfFx¿sf] xftdf 5 . nuftf/ tLg jif{ kf7s;dIf cfpg kfpFbf
xfdL v'zL 5f}F / xfdL ;d:t n]vs / kf7sk|lt cfef/ k|s6 ub{5f}F .

dfqfTds lx;fan] lgs} k}mlnPsf] g]kfnL ldl8ofsf] u'0ffTds ;'wf/sf
nflu o;sf ultljlw / cGtj{:t'dfly ;dLIff cfjZos x'G5 . /fHosf c¿
cËsf] lgu/fgL ug]{ lhDdf lnPsf] ldl8of hut :jo+ :jR5, lhDd]jf/ /
dof{lbt x'g} k5{ . cGoyf cGo cËdfly o;n] ug]{ va/bf/L klg sdhf]/
x'G5 . ldl8of cfˆgf] st{Jodf cl8u 5 ls 5}g eg]/ s]nfpg] / o;nfO{
;'dfu{lt/ 8f]¥ofpg lg/Gt/ va/bf/L ug]{ sfd k|fl1s hutsf] klg xf] .
ldl8ofdfly x'g] k|fl1s cg';Gwfg / ax;n] o;sf] u'0f:t/ psf:g d2t
k'¥ofpF5g\ . To:tf cEof;sf nflu dfl6{g rf}tf/Ln] ;Gbe{ ;|f]t, ;Gbe{
u|Gy, cGtjf{tf{ / cg';Gwfgd"ns k':tssf] k|sfzg tyf ldl8of ;|f]t
;fdu|L s]Gb|sf] ;~rfng ub}{ cfPsf] 5 . hg{nsf] k|sfzgn] n]vs jf
cg';Gwfgstf{sf] sfdnfO{ ;DkfbsLo k|lqmofaf6 u'hfb}{ kf7s;Dd k'¥ofpg
d2t ub{5 .
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ldl8of;DaGwL k|fl1s cg';GwfgnfO{ ;3fpg ;lsG5 eGg] ljZjf;df
xfdLn] ldl8of cWoogsf] ;'?cft u/]sf lyof}F . sfg"gL, /fhgLlts, ;fdflhs,
cfly{s / ;f+:s[lts w/ftndf ljleGg b[li6sf]0faf6 g]kfnL ldl8ofsf]
ljZn]if0f ul/Psf / Jofjxfl/s–cfg'eljs cfwf/df n]lvPsf n]vx¿ of]
hg{ndf 5fKg] xfd|f] p2]Zo xf] . g]kfnL ;Gbe{df n]lvPsf cg';Gwfgd"ns
n]v, l6Kk0fL, ;+:d/0f, k|ltj]bg, cGtjf{tf{ cflb ;fdu|Lsf sf/0f g]kfnL
ldl8ofdf rf;f] /fVg]sf nflu ldl8of cWoog /fd|} v'/fs ag]sf] 5 eGg]
xfdLnfO{ nfu]sf] 5 . ;fy} g]kfnL ldl8ofaf/] cg';Gwfg ug]{ rfxgf ePsf
/ To;sf nflu cfjZos lkm8Aofs lbg] k|lqmof ;lxtsf] k|fl1s ;+/rgf
vf]lh/x]sf gofF k':tfsf nugzLn cg';GwfgsdL{sf nflu klg ldl8of
cWoogn] ;xof]u u/]sf] 5 . cfk"mn] cg';Gwfg ul//x]sf] jf ug{ rfx]sf]
ljifo hfgsf/L u/fpFb} cfjZos lkm8Aofssf] cfzf /fv]/ n]v k|sfzgsf
nflu cg'/f]w ug{ cfpg] gofF k':tfsf cg';GwfgsdL{sf] a9\bf] ;ª\Vofn]
o;sf] k'li6 ub{5 . ljZjljBfnodf cWoogsf] qmddf ldl8of;DaGwL zf]wkq
tof/ u/]sf jf :jtGq ¿kn] cg';Gwfg ub}{ u/]sf sltkonfO{ xfdLn]
hg{nsf nflu n]Vg 3R3Rofpg] u/]sf klg 5f}F . oBlk o:tf ;a} k|of;x¿
;kmn x'g ;s]sf 5}gg\, yf]/}n] eg] cfˆgf] cg';GwfgnfO{ 6'Ëf]df k'¥ofO{
k|sfzg of]Uo ;fdu|L lgsfn]sf 5g\ .

;dfhdf k|fl1s cEof;sf] ckl/kSj cj:yf, ckof{Kt kf7s tyf
lkm8Aofs, Hofb} ;fF3'/f] ahf/, ;Lldt n]vs jf cg';GwfgsdL{dflysf]
lge{/tf h:tf w]/} ;Ldf / afWotfn] ubf{ hg{n k|sfzgsf] sfd r'gf}tLk"0f{
dx;'; ePsf] 5 . klxnf] / bf];|f] cÍ k|sfzgkl5 k|fl1s hg{ndf ;+:d/0f,
l6Kk0fL h:tf ;fdu|LnfO{ lsg :yfg lbPsf] eGg] lh1f;f s]xL kf7saf6
k|fKt ePsf] 5 . uxg ljZn]if0f ;lxtsf k|fl1s n]vx¿ kof{Kt dfqfdf
k|fKt x'Fbf x'g\ t c¿ ;fdu|L g/fvL klg hg{n k|sfzg ug{ ;lsFbf] xf] .
xfnnfO{ To:tf] cj:yf 5}g . k]ml/, ;DalGwt If]qsf lj1 jf kqsfl/tfsf]
nfdf] cEof; u/]sf JolQmx¿sf l6Kk0fL, ;+:d/0f / cGtjf{tf{nfO{ hg{ndf
k|sfzg ubf{ oL ;fdu|Ln] klg k|fl1s ax; / cg';GwfgnfO{ ;xof]u
k'¥ofO/x]sf x'G5g\ eGg] xfdLnfO{ nfU5 .

g]kfnL ldl8ofsf] k|fl1s cg';GwfgnfO{ cufl8 a9fpg Psfw k|of;
dfq kof{Kt x'Fb}gg\ . o;sf nflu ldl8of cWoog h:tf k|of;x¿ cGoqaf6
klg cfpg' kb{5 . ;doqmd;Fu} o:tf k|of; eO/x]sf klg 5g\ . ldl8of
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cWoogsf] k|sfzg yfNg'cl3 ;g\ @))% df ldl8of dlg6/ gfds q}dfl;s
hg{n ;'? ul/Psf] lyof] . s]xL ;DkfbsLo sdLsdhf]/Lsf afjh'b of]
k|of; ;x|fxgLo lyof] . t/ o;sf] bf];|f] cÍ xfn;Dd b]Vg gkfOg' b'Mvb
s'/f xf] . ldl8of cWoogsf] of] t];|f] cÍ ahf/df cfpg'cl3 k|]; sfplG;n
g]kfnsf] q}dfl;s k|sfzg ;+lxtfsf] k|yd cÍ b]vf k/]sf] 5 . of] k|sfzg
klg g]kfnL ldl8ofsf] k|fl1s ax;nfO{ cufl8 a9fpg], o; If]qsf sdLsdhf]/L
s]nfpg] p2]Zo lnP/ g} k|sflzt ePsf] 5 / of] v'zLsf] s'/f] xf] . t/
o;cl3 o:tf] kxn st}af6 klg x'g g;s]sf]n] cfk"mn] g} ;'? u/]sf] eGg]
cfzo;lxt ;+lxtfsf] k|sfzsLodf plNnlvt egfOn] ldl8of dlg6/ tyf
ldl8of cWoog h:tf k|of;x¿ cf]e]mndf k/]sf 5g\ . o:tf k|fl1s k|of;x¿
h;n] hxfFaf6 ;'? u/]sf] jf cufl8 a9fO/x]sf] eP klg ltgsf] cl:tTj
:jLsf/ ug'{ k|fl1s ;+:sf/leq kg]{ s'/f xf] . xfdLn] g]kfnL ;dfhdf
agfpg rfx]sf] :j:y k|fl1s ;+:sf/f]Gd'v k|j[lQ oxL xf] / c¿af6 klg
xfdL oxL ck]Iff ub{5f}F .

cGtdf, xfdLnfO{ ;xof]u k'¥ofpg] kf7s / n]vsnfO{ wGojfb 5 . of]
cÍ k|sfzgsf] ljleGg r/0fdf ;3fpg] dfl6{g rf}tf/Lsf ;fyLx¿ xif{dfg
dxh{g, lszf]/ k|wfg, k|efs/ uf}td, a'4 >]i7, /lZd 8Ëf]n, ;ËLtf kf08],
clgtf b'nfn, /ldtf dxh{g, pkf;gf kl08t / sdnfb]jL zdf{nfO{ klg w]/}
wGojfb 5 . ;fy}, hg{nsf] k|sfzgdf cfly{s ;xof]u ug]{ ;+:yf 8]lg;
cGt/f{li6«o ljsf; ;xof]u -8flg8f_ sf] dfgj clwsf/ / c;n zf;g
;Nnfx PsfO{ (DanidaHUGOU) nfO{ klg wGojfb 5 .
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Chautari Book Series - 40

Suitably Modern traces the growth of a new middle class in Kathmandu as
urban Nepalis harness the modern cultural resources of mass media and
consumer goods to build modern identities and pioneer a new sociocul-
tural space in one of the world’s “least developed countries.”

Since Nepal’s “opening” in the 1950s, a new urban population of
bureaucrats, service personnel, small business owners, and others have
worked to make a space between Kathmandu’s old (and still privileged)
elites and its large (and growing) urban poor. Mark Liechty looks at the
cultural practices of this new middle class, examining such phenomena as
cinema and video viewing, popular music, film magazines, local fashion
systems, and advertising. He explores three interactive and mutually
constitutive ethnographic terrains: a burgeoning local consumer culture,
a growing mass-mediated popular imagination, and a recently emerging
youth culture. He shows how an array of local cultural narratives—stories
of honor, value, prestige, and piety—flow in and around global narratives
of “progress,” modernity, and consumer fulfillment. Urban Nepalis
simultaneously adopt and critique these narrative strands, braiding them
into local middle-class cultural life.

Building on both Marxian and Weberian understanding of class, this
study moves beyond them to describe the lived experience of “middle
classness”—how class is actually produced and reproduced in everyday
practice. It considers how people speak and act themselves into cultural
existence, carving out real and conceptual spaces in which to produce
class culture.


